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CHAPTER ONE 













Fry at 
i k “ 


Goop! LET's GET YOU SET OP IN 
. oA GHAI, AND THE ORTHODONTIST 


[ 


IT STILL DON'T SEE WHY I NEED 
BRACES,MoM. MY TEETH LOOK 
OKAY To ME. } 2 


SOMETHING THAT CAN CNOSE ff 
ER LATER IF Yoo DONT § oS 


Et AMARA PLEASE 
Lf DONT TEASE HER... 





HAVE A Goop TIME AT YouoR ScopT MEET ING, CKAY? | 
KELLIS MoM WILL ORIVE You HoME LATER... 


YOURE GETTING BEACES,; 
| Too? IT'S NOT THAT BAD. | 
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You CANT CHEW POPCORN... OR MACBE THAT MEANS 
APPLES...Of CARROTS. ce GDM. Tiki SToP CHEWING _, 
OR TAFFY. OR CARAMEL. OR. 4 | MY NAILS , Too!’ 





AND AT ODR NEXT 
| MEETING, WELL Be 
MAKING EASTER BACKETE| 
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IS IT oKAN (= © DROF|]/KELLI. 





»YOU ANP MELISSA WALE 
| RAINA Te HER PORCH, oKAY? 





LAST ONG Te THE & an 
PoRLYW IS A L...WWAT UP I | 2 
ROTTEN EGG!! uve Saee. \ 





HANDS. LEGS 











WHAT HAPPENEDS /  ” 





MiT'S OKAY; HONEY... 1's 
B GONNA GE CKAY.. 





ry TooTH iT, 
: é q 





pitting OH MY 


_ GOCDN E SS: 


WEVE GOT ONE TooTH... ANYBODY 
FIND THE CTHER © aed 


DADDY ¢ WHAT'S | ‘Your SISTERS HAL 
@ /kN ACCIDENT. TRY 

AND GO BACK TO 
ae SLEEP, OKAYS 
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: te 1 
wv: hetiete i 
3 /, 
t al al 


Wiss. ap) 








| TooTH IN MILE.. 


SURE..TWENTY | 
MINUTES? 4 





WERE LucikX DR. Got PEM 
iS STILL AT HIS OFAICE 


THIS LATE !! _ i | 





| So You CovLort Find | T'tl WAVE Te TAKE a ClLeser. 
THE SEcohse TeoTnt | Looe, BUT IT SEEMS THE 


—_ a OTHER TesTH MIGHT SE 
| we . —s 











of, 4 NEN, Youre AW RICE! How) | WHAT TH THITH THITDER 
APE You FEELING 7 Do You on My TEETH TS? 
PWARST SoMETHING To DpInk ¢ a 
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DeE.GeVEN sAD T's SeetT 
LIKE & CAST. Wht —_. 
KEEP Yor TEETH £& 

IN PLACE WHILE | 





To STRY Home From S&cHoal. 








You CAN ONLY WATCH YouR 
SISTEF pIiE AT SOOPER 
MARLO BEoTHERS Se 





— | 
T DpepPen ey | | 
) YoouR ScHoel Te 


RAINAT | 








Me. CRrvz SENT 
THI 
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YING 
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| DIDJA HEAR SHE 
FNoCKEDB ALL HEE 
TEETH OUT <_ 





RAINA, WHY DONT Yoo [%, 
TELL THE CLASS WHAT |] (I | 
HAPPENED? yoe'ye ALL 
BEEM So CDEIOOS. 








I... WATH RUNNING, pv E FELL, L 
MY Twe FeoaoT TEETH CAME oUT. f 


WOK AT'S THAT WHITISH | 
STVFF IN THERES / 
OKAY, JUAN, aaa 
LET'S LEAVE 

HEE ALONE | 
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1 i : a 






PHOwWYA | 
FEELIN’. 






So yoHAT DID 
SHE Look UKE S } 


ae te, 
| PORES 






PMoM.I'M THICK OF TAKING | 
THEETH PILLTH. | ‘ 


BUT Yo HWE To FINSH \A)[ 6LEH-.. t Feel 


You've EATEN NolTHINe ||-oF CoveEseE You 

BoT ICE CREAM ,CHICKEN)| FEEL MADSECUS. 
BEOCTH, AND CoSEINE ) : 
FOR ps WEE K > ieee 


ai 


“a 


ay F a 
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THO, WHAT ‘TH Wherace ope THe "CAST". 


ARE Yoo PEAT 
. }| | 02. GOLDEN FF po Some enncnn 


Te Go; HONEY? 








TI wonder IF MY HONEY) ars, ee 
STHIDENST WATH| [KIDS HA “| 
ACCTH! hae 7 DEKITS. HE'S | 
SEEN KNOCKED-| 
ooT TEETH 
BEFCEE, | 





MY STAR 
PATIENT); 





ves 


To SEE YOU FEELING] | WERE JUST GOING 
BETTER, RAINA! Yoo Took || To EEMOVE THE 
QUITE A FALL THAT NIGHT!| | PLASTER SEAL... 





| UKE S50 WHEN! LT PUT THEM) 
THEM ODT, Yoo MUST” BACK IN PLACE, THEY 
HAVE DAMAGED THE — WENT VP FARTHER... 
Bone ABOVE, TOC... ft . 





T'M SVRE 
THEPE'S 
SoME WAY 
Woe CAN 
AIX THIS... 


a 
a 
» | 
: ‘~~... 






Let's took AT 3 ) | [SEE How THE Two FRONT 
Your ¥- FANS... | |TEETH SIT UP HIGHER Now? | 






“LOOKS LIKE THERE'S 
SOME NERVE DAMAGE 
Te THE FRENT Four... | 





! -~— a 
| eT ——————— 


TRY To SINE THOSE 
TEETH, So SHE’S Not 
WEAR lIMG& DENTLE ES 
AT ELEVEN, YEARS OLD... 





| ...To ENceeDpertisr 
| FoF Foot CANALS... | 


ere 


HA HAL “ou Look LIKE | 
A LITTLE KID AGAIN. 


aa) 
bro : 











FAINA GET= Te 
croose A ie 
WELL PEESEMNT. 


COME ON, GIRLS. 
| [WERE GOING 
ws) [Te TAS R US. 





FEALLY WANNA GET STOPID | 
| WIZAeCS & WP ORERICES, DE I, 
\_ XKZ How‘ BOUT DUCKTALES 2/1 
WHAT IF WE GOT \ a 
CALIFOR RHA 


| GAMES? Hun? 
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CoOL! CHECK IT OUT... THE 
| BooTs oF 


——s 


em 
CAN TS PLAY? [ee - MoM, WHY 12 RAINA 
: yo | ACTING UKE SUCH 
Pp! Oe LA A JERK L 
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NINTEMPpe Monster MAKES : | 
| : : HES Te... SO TEY AND Go 
hee F spe ae — EASY ON HEE,OKAYT « 


WE SHOOLD LET HER PLAY. | | 





CHAPTER TWO 





THINGELL BE FINE. 





TIM NERVOUS ABOUT GIRL SCOUTS. 
LAST TIME WE MET WAS = 
WHEN T HAD MM ACCIDENT. | 





YM..YOU Don'T LOOK ]{ UH YEAH. OST A 
THAT WERIED. © LITLE FONMY. SA \ 
fis... SOT AS BAD | | 
AS..BEPORE. 





ae 


REE: TREY Soran: {/ WELL, I'M S'POSED, 
GET FIXED < a To GET PEACES 
oo ageaaacass : | “MH ANYWAY, SO 
THEY’ ee Genna | 
7 TEY Te FULL 


THESE Two 
DOU . 
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es" eo 
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So, It's TEMPORARY < 
DoT weFFEY ABOOT 
IT, THer * 





L whs AFEAID 
IT MADE ME 

| Look LIFE A 

—SIx-YEAR-oLD! 


No... BVT “ToD Kio wrlAT 
DOES MAKE ‘You Look 
Like A BABY? 





DEWING | 


ME HOME AGAIN. 


ol 
P 
Z 
- 


ANP RAINS. 
BE CAREFUL | 


LET 


‘& WALK To 


YouR House 
THIS TIME 
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BUT DO TL PEALLY 
CARE WHAT ANN - 
OE ELSE THINKS 2 





3] 


Me. CeoZ?¢ LT WONT BE IN OKAY...LET ME GIVE 

CLASS TOMORROW... HERE'S YOO THE CHAPTERS 

MY DENTISTS Note. WELL BE READING 
3 | ) For HOMEWCE LE -.-. 





NoT REALLY... o AVE To Go | 
|} To AN ENDODENTISI. 


WELL, THE NAME MAKES IT SOUND 
LiKe ITLL BE THE END OF You I! 





ae 


CANALS BLAH... | PRILLED IN Yous. TEETH. 
| | | BLAH —DeE —BLAH -- 


obuM DUM, THREE boot DooT NovocAINe.. ) 
|'Doo Dee DUM... ) | : 


“YADA ADA 
LAUGHING GAS, 
| BLooe- BLAH -- 





HERE, You CAN LISTEN Te THE ||] After that if was 
PADIO WHILE WE week. ~ Sort of peace-fu'l. 


‘es 
on 






7 up once during the 
Sorgery toe poe. The bathreom. 






There were Clamps, & 
plastic Ovara , and gauze 
m and around mY Mouth. 
















Trey had to give Me Several Novecaine 
shots becavse they Kept wearing of F 
and +thingS would Start hoet. 













tg 
See 
Pe 


which  SMELLED as it 

accidentally tevehed The 

roof of ef mouth betere 
r iv: 





Ktew weeks laver 


WELL > KIDDO-- Noo'RE J iS THER] ANYTHING 


/CAN I GET MY 
\ EACS PIERCEDC | 
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T postsT Krmow (© THAT'S 
suck, A Goel IDEA. 


WHY WeoLD “Yoo WANT Te 
bo THAT? ~“oovVE MmeEVEr 
BEEN INTERESTED Im 

PIERCING THEM BEFoRE! 


Bor & THINK & 
hoRrT Te De IT 


THORENS PIEZCE YooR EARS? 


| THEN cA GET 
| INFECTED..THEY 
FEALLY HUET... 





THAT'S *cADSE roo 
ALWAYS TOLD ME 
COVLDMT Do IT TIC YT 
I WAS EIGHTEErsl/ 


WHEMA = RIERPCED THEM 
WHEN I WAS TWELVE! 
“THAT'S BECAUSE \N ss 
Yoo BID (with. \mf 
A SEWING NEEDLE 

AND AB ICE CUBE / 





WHAT \F WE WAIT 
TILL APTER “Move 

BETHDAN To GET he 

THEM PlERCED? / 


(You AGE GEITING| 
\ Your! SGFACES | 
\ PRETTY Soork ../ 












MM(BE THAT CouLD Be | [KAYURH tol Me ABoul 
Y “ove CEWARD >, AMD . Soop oOo. ) 

CvR BIETHDAT eESENT. | | FEACE 
om di . @|SHe& Got HEFS 


EARPINGS AT CONTEMPO 


THE cTHEE Det... MELISSA 
HAs. & PAIR oF LIGHT — 
MING Bolts... wASNA | 
4 GeT SsoMe UKE BRANDY 
BY yy ON THE Ney MICKEN 
ee A, MOUSE CLUB HAS STOO... 


a8 


SVESS WE'LL HWE To | | Wevk MovTH Looks PRETTY 
| TAKE A WEY PeLAEOID. DIFFEFENT FEeM THE 
a ly : Ley TIME You WERE 


NEES! 


WE'LL START WITH T]] .. Ab ID THAT WAN, SHE 

THE BRACKETS of) | re Vi. es: CAM START WITH 

THE Two FEonils... ’ ) THE HEADGEAR. 
| 1\% RIGHT ie ae 








SORE. FIXING ove OVER— 
BITE WAS THE Wrele _— 
POINT Te BEGIN WITH. J 


BuT... BUT I'M Gonna 











LooOK LIFE A NEF? 
WITH HEADGEAR on [ 





| Yoo oNSt\N NEED 
To WER \T 
AT NIGHT | 








WE'RE MAKING A MoL_D 
oF “Nove. MOUTH. OPEN UP... 
THIS MIGHT FEEL A 
LITTLE DNC OMFORTABLE... 


ie 





THE IMPEESSION MATERIAL 
HAS To HAEDEM, so JUST 
KEEP YovER. MOUTH CLesSeED 

ANID TEY Te BELA. 4 


| ALL FIGHT: |} 
, Youre PohE. 


—Ee - 


> SS 


NOW ECR THE 


TES MORE SECONDS 
\ BOTTOM TEETH! / 


apt TI wobbly; 
Have POKED! Vy 
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‘TIME To OPEN YouR PRESENTS! 








ad LS ie | es OY 


Se 


LET ME PIERCE 
MY EARS, Mom! 
rd = = 


bt 


FRI DAY. 


CooL, So You'll Look 
MOEMAL SOON 


TE 











| Little by little, — 
| the pressure is 
ncCred sea. 


Braces work 
through svbtle 
pressure. 


tse ‘| 
, os 
? = : 


A Timon 
oe Kcon) 





And litle by =| | Yoo may oe, l - 
ete Viove. . rriehce Silan iJ 
= coe eet 4 
vring This [HME | | 





pe 


3 
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| a 
{ | | 


I= 
= 
ie he 
E 
{ph 


Ney 





|THE WALL A 
| Few TIMES 7 


WHY Dowst Yoo 
BANG IT AGAINST] PYouo 





THAT ORY, OHEN 





AW, C'MON. LETS Go See A |/[CAN WE Get Por] 
Movie OF SOMETHING. 4 | CokN, DADDY? A, « 
WANT To COME WILL? A iy irs 


PAINA'S Nor = aaa To EAT POP 
CORN WHILE SHE HAS HER BRACES. 


TAK ee joo if EH, IT'S OKAY... WILL 
‘Ne Acadamy@ 300 5) CAN STILL HAVE SOME. 
I'M NOT THAT * 
INTO POPCORN 
ANYWORY. 


OF CoveSE, AS Soon AS YOo CAN'T HAVE 
SOMETHING, IT” STARTS To SMELL AMAZING: : 
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1 [7 BAA ARE You Sore 
S| @ Yoo WNST To GET 
Youve ExXeS PIEFCED / 









P.: ; f | i nee 
— . =P, - 5 « = J | | 
rool ne tay els se | a = ee i ad teas i F | Ei 
: . ‘J : . ~ a, F r J fat Ma - || le ay = a 
ee F 5 han z I i t a : _ =p] pis! ii 
a : - iu a 1 cat reel to —— a he 
=. | f Bs es , a EG i 
k i” F, ay foal ee ee ee — 4 1s, Ay “in me e : 


OER... L QUST wonmvDERED, | 

BEQADSE ‘ook TEETH 

KARE HORTING ‘You so 
MocH THAT... , , 






So vOHAT IF 2C’M | 
TAFEAID eF NEEDLES?) 





TNow we PIERCE. 
\ TAKE A DEEP BREATH. / 





y woe. DRAW A DOT 


WE Do THE PIERCING 


with THESE Opes, 





w | 
a 
Lil 
WW 
fe 
"| 
w 
= 


“ted 


SEE? VERY 


THAT DIDNT EVEN | SALINE To KEEP 
MUCH , MoM | tg ) THEM MolsT-.. 
: : Saeco | ANTIBALTERI AL 
OINTMENT So IT 
DoEsN]T GET 
INFECT ED... 


FEEL Like A 
PERL TEENAGER, 












cA THEY, JANE lYEAH.OH, MAYBE... 
4] ) LET ME SEE IF MY MOM CAn 
DEVE ME OVEr To laa 





Too Yoo wisi JANE HADN'T] [SHE WAS MY BEST FRIEND 
MED To A DIFFERENT || UNTIL FIFTH GRADE. 
» Town, RAIN A? . 


SHES THE OMY FRIEND I HAVE 
WHO'S LESS MATURE THAN (ME! 


cana zl Im RS iM 


10 





1] AW, C Mon, JANE, De oc 
|Look COCLEPR @ oLDER 2 


So... WHAT De 
Yoo THINK? 














DAREN. I WASTED 
To FIND SoME | 
To HANG cor WITH. 


HEY, 1S DAD HEFE <@ MAY ee 
HE COULD DRIVE. US To THE MALL! 








ol 




















f +. evess I (ff 30 NONE OF 
J0ST wish BOYS |’ /°/ THEM Do? ARE 
iikeED ME. _ YoU SORE 






[THERE'S GolTA BE SoMeE-— | 
OME AT Yovk SctHool p 
vor o LIKES ‘yeu: 


| How COULD THEY, WITH 
MY FACE ALL MESSED 
bP LIKE THIS? 










BOT THEY 
DoDstT Coon, 
+ MEA | 
Core Bors! 


WELL... JEZEMIAH LIKES ME...AND 
ABEAHAM...ANDO ELIAS..So Do 

DAN, AND ANDRE AND MATT P. 
OH, BND AAKGON, AND STEPHEN... 





CHAPTER THREE 


fe 


4 ‘ 
que 
tik FS at vo et vit hb Pi 
eeLee fone’ fee Rocks 





That sommer was pretty worMmal, aS summers 40. 









: ghee 


ortho dowriet 


Oh, and also... 


—C'Mon MoM, 
LEIS Goce 
GLASSES, A | 

PockeyT 
PECTECTCR. | 
ANID COME 
VELCPRo 
SHOES - 





et 


TAND Yoo oNWY NEED Te )] 
| Ee IT WHI LE “OU 


f HomeEN.it'sS |. 
meee SOT THAT 4 
\ SW BAD. -~ 





= “YOO PROBABLY JUST | 
LOTS oF KIDS a DeoNT REALIZE IT BE | 
FOSWY STOFF To HELP | |nanse no _—— ABLES 4 


Fix THEIF opie s... 









MpYec iT WeolD 
US FEEL LESS _/ 


WELL, MAYBE Someone 
SHODLD START TALKING 





T GUESS IN SoME WAYS, T | [LOTS oF KIDS WEAE 3 
: AM KIMOA MOPMAL.. Sagas AFTER ALL. 
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| | | L 
I La = = 
‘or = | os 
4 Th yg 
A = 
E Beet tw 
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| 
| 
i fA 





PERT THE FIRST DAY OF | [ MELISSA... LVE TURNED INTO 
sees (SEAPE AND IM |ABRACE-FACE AND A ZIT- 
TOTALLY BREAKING OUT.) | Face!! WHAT AM I SUPPOSED 

I RSk 





oles ath, 


DNLESS EVERYONE 
AROUND ME 1S Too } 





WMRT'S Your. CLASS } [ wigp V FIRST PERIOD ART, Secon? 
SCHEDULE LIFE? / | Bap... PERIOD PRE-ALGEBRA, | 
= es THIED PERIOD LANGUAGE | 
ARIS, FOURTH PERIOD | 
SeciAL STUDIES,FIFTH | 
Mm PEF IOD LUBSCH, | 
~QxTH PERIOD GTM, | 
© SEVENTH PERIOD 
i} BEGINNING BANL. 


i ri 


EW You HANE GYM RIGHT 
| BEFORE BAND CLASS | 


oF SIXT GRADERS. I vowt 
CAPE WHAT THEY THINK oF ME. 


ae 
uv 


a, 


 — ee | 
ium da 





OKPY | WELCOME CLASS. I'M © 
M2. DooGlas. Ig EVERY ONE 
Stine IW THE FIGHT | 
SeEcTieNSs? FWIES It 
Feet, CLARINETS Over] 
) HERE, SAXES OW , 














OW, MANS THIS &OY > 
WONT SIDP LOOKIN? 
AT ME 


ACK euT 1 1 SMe 
BAckK> He’LL SEE THAT 
MY TEETH AFE.. YT 
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CHRASTING 2 


i a 
7 | | . 
j if = r 
‘ A : i 
j . : Fs = "i, 2 i 
_ : Lf LT 
& =| 
LU if mt 4 ee 
") 1 i ite 5 : 
"8 = 
* A 
iu s j : 


















7 
SO, NH. YOURE is | - 
A SixTH 5 RIGHT <_ 






FIRST THINGS eiRsr. iTS 
TIME Te LEARN Te ASSEM- 
BLE “ovr INSTEDMENTS - | 














YENH-- WHY, WHAT 
‘GEADE ARE Yoo INS / | | 


AC 


woul, orl MY GosH. WoW. 


Gl 


Sy 
oie 


YP 
I“ 
5 
Q 
% oi 
Sw 3 
iL 
<%= 
gre 
9 §3 
ee 


THAT 


HAPPENED “lo You?! 


AT 
WHAT 2 


\e 


CMON, 


EZ, 





TeLL ME! 


ayes 
















ee = | 1 eehig et 


Sid ail ‘wtp ushis aN. 


[San Francisco Summers ace cold 
and fo oggy.-. but October is 


vsually Aa Sunny Werth. 
















Like Some-Hain eed 
owas about mae 

MAYBE D’LL De ay 
Homework EARLY | 















| P “(oo need anes = oe 
2M ME THE RICKER” & 








HEN, MOM, WHAT 





Fst eExeTHavake. J {fl 


=e YS _  —— 


lly i STAND THER 
aI sai COME HERE | 
7 Vy QUICK PF __ 


That pos the fTivet Twe w 
q sister voluntarily RUA AT ca 
Me... and The only time Le 





eed sma hice 
es ee ua Se | 
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THANK GOODNESS THESE Goctc- 


SHELVES ARE EOLTED Te THE 


WALL... THEY CouULcDVe FALLEN 


low ‘You, vOILl. 


MoM! SoME oF DAD'S | | 


Fl LC | FECL. 





Se 


po rea 






DID You See THe 
FLOCR Z! IT WAS 


BoaNCiNnG ve AND DOWN 


apres 
DAD'S STIL AT 
Werk. HOPE 
He'S ALL BIGHT. 


; WE SHOULD | 
TEM ofr 


THE POWERS 





HE ust 


YES, HE 
CALLED. HE'S om 


His woRY HoMeE. 


ei 
“oe “, | 
an 
ia fi 
LL 


Tee, 
el ees est 


“oo Felks okAY? 
Your HVSRAND 
see , 


| fe ATT Wir eer rere 


| 4 


Recon iO a fing : 


“= 
J t a 
5 
= m1, c ‘ 
he 
“te 2 


i 
ae 
F gf =: 
wood 
we A 
ar. 
fan 
; Pd < 
wa 
= (th 
os 
o2 


THEIR ~PoRCHES ! 


EVERYoNE iS OVT 








MOM FINALLY | 
Foors>D some "DR" | 
BalTIERIE=. " 


BAT BEIOGE... FiI-eE=S 
BOP MSG IM THE 
MAF INA, THeO SAMOS 
FEARED DEAD ¢F. 
INJURED... 


hy 





TC SUPPCSoE wEe’'D BETTER GET ooT 
THE SLEEPING BAGS... HE'D Ee 
| BETTER CFF SLEEPING Doom NEFE 

IS THE LIVISG Roeht JUST IN CASE. 


r_ eh a a —FA 
i Ps n.. ‘ a = af 


ES t 
SSS er 
——t 
: 1 A/ | | 
se | 
a iF 
i 
| | 




















Two poocs later 









MY BUDDY FRANK LIVES IN 
WOATSerSVILLE , © HE AFL 
THAT'S WHERE THE GUAKES 
EPICEMTEP wAS... 


HE HASNT PEER 


ADLE Te GET im 
CMmSsTACT WITH 


THEY HAD TC POSTPONE 
THe WORLD SERIES! 














Se Avo CRUMBLING | 





| ALMOST 


T'M SO GLAD You"AE ALL SAFE! ITS A 
SIGHTMARE OUT THERE. THE oars 
ARE JAMMED, EVER Tene’s 
FAMIC 4 IT's ABSCLOTE CHACS. PID 


ims OA 


“foo sEE THE APART— 
MENT TOWERS OVER. 
BY |Qth AVENDE = 
THEY ‘BE CRACKED 


THE. PHONE LINES ARE 


SO OVER BDEDENED, IT's 
IMPOSSIBLE To 
GET THROUGH Te ANYONE. 


AND WORST 
oF ALL... 





TS SO STRANGE to Look VY] | AND ITS SUCH A NICE 
OUT OVER THE CITY When J] ] | NIGHT, Too: CLEAF > 
ALL THE LGHTs ARE out. J | | WARM.NO WIND, QUIET. 


af 


= MIGHT REAUX EN IcY THIS IF IT 
WEREtSYT Foe THE WHOLE " Gs) GAWTIC 
NRIUBAL CRIASTROPHE THitc... 








THIS IS WEIRD. YES, B0T ITS Tee DARK To | 

| IT'S ott &:S0... DO MOCH OF ARYTHING 

| THAT'S WRAY Too ELSE, AND wE WANT To | 
SAVE THE FLASHLIGHT 

BATTERIES Its CASE WE 

REALLY NEEC THeM. 





] 
| 
| 
| 
i 
t 
7 


, 


aNd 


fo 


fe were locky. Cor Power was 
only oot for albooT 4/2 lhoors. 


(I ver eee Ee! 


JT THOUGHT THE 4 

WHOLE 6F2IDGE 
FELL Depo... 
"i THAT’s NOTHIN’. 
| 





5 





ALL FINE. 


[ousanl HELLO? eS? OH, Hi, AUST MARY, 
x4 N¢ H/ |WES, GOOD MoRNING... WE'RE 


But it wast very Tum, 


[uve 


quale. Woedcther Was over 


| re Y. =. a oe y 
; i id : ; 
% a ee | oe 
is . 


A> ae TM GLAD WE STILL 
= WAVE A HOME Te 
ll me STAY DRY IN ! 


The day after that < |t 
| Was EASES A SEG | 


Notoody Could really concentrate Nou GwutYS> CAR 
low class Work, though... net Even | HAVE A FREE 
mest of the Teachers. | PER IoD... Jost 
—_ TAKE IT EASY 
E. \ TODAY, cK AY? 


I'M GstAD | Me. too! x | | WHAT = WE'D ore AN EARTH- 
MEPS , — GVUAKE yHILE pute shh a 
IMAGINE... yh SESSION ¢| = 


i 
eons 












AGE Tov... DOING ANYTHING] [MY Mom 


'§ PICKING ME OP... HAVE 
[AFTER SCHOOL TeDAY? - 


APS Peepers PONT MEST: 






[He WAS TeTALLY 
| FA eames Sama ae 
epeig Te Pr | BU pA 0) Yotatl TaN 


= pete si 


‘GooD THING DR.DEAGONIS| YEAH, Goob 
OFFICE DIDNT FALL DOWNM| bb Tune... 
IN THE EARTHQUAKE, HUH @ | | : 










[You KNOCKED OUT YooR TWO 
FRONT TEETH: Yoo Gol BRACES, 
You Get YouR EARS PIERCED. 


TS BEEW A PRETTY STRANGE | 
YEAR For ‘You, HASN'T IT. 











LC GveESS IM THE LesinG A CouUPLe 
GRAND SCHEME OF TEETH ISNT 
OF THINGS... Far] | THE END OF THE 
i ¢.3|| | WeRlo! ym 


SVRVIVED 
MAIR EARTHRUAKE... 





4 =e 


BO 





CHAPTER FOUR 


UHHH! Dent say THAT So 
LooD! SeMEone MIGHT-- 






50 WHe'S THIS 
Gor You kee? Th 


4 


— __— = . 
Sa Sl ia ; re = “Tr Pode 
= Tm a) 7 q —— = l = i of a I 
: : va = PI a = ae i | ey 
ui | = TE at oe aa" r 
=o a [J 
i _ P+ | 
a —_ a rg 7 





q _ = 

ira ed ‘<s ae ee! Pel) ae 
ate ne eee ey ed Be 

k ee a Beate | Pa i ge 


ft 
- 











THAT'S HIM’? THATS THE 
SIXTH GEADER. You'@E INTO? 





CANA LIKES A TINY— 


Zawh UkeS A TINYoToT 
| TOT SIXTH GRADER !! 


{ SIXTH GPADEF. i 





aa ae AINA LIKES, 
Fl & TInt -TeT 


_ 
ee - 


= afl Be = 


BESET OAINA LIKES A 
LTINyY- MM 





Siti 
iy oi a 
ses a 


oe 


i 
hee 


. A TINY- TOT “SiXTH 


_. GRADER LIFES me.!! 


ox 





yA 4 Few AAWS betore, Thanksgiving [WE'VE TRIED Te Move THE 
SO.THE BAD SNEWS 15, YouRe | Tlax> ered sash BACHE 
TEETH ARENT REALLY RESPons-| | Eta) Ege P ee. 

DOING Te THE TEEATMEMT. OTH = BrA 


. BUT AFTEE SEVERAL MONTHS, 
IT JosT polsmr SEEM Tj BE 


NO... AND THAT'S THE GCOD iasreantin y ie IN, 
GWE You A, TEMPORARY Ser 


OF FARE TEETH | / 


IT WoooLe 
FIEST FEQUIFE 
A SAMPLE 
EXTRACTION. 








Youe. Those FRom7+ TEETH are 
| | FUSED To YouR JAWBONE -- 
THEREFORE THEY Loot 

i Move WITH ce THODOMT Ics. 


WELL... YES. EVER THOUGH 
Yoo GOT FCOT CARALS 
ors “Your. FEO TEETH, 
THEY pIDNr SEEM To "TAKES 















OH, BOT THAT S 
NOT ALL. 





THs homiliccting to let a doctor see 





ao 


PAINA WE WANT Yoo Te HE A || THE REST oF Your 
SbLL MOOTH OF HEALTHY TEETH. | TEETH APE Tite FINE. 
THIS 1S WHAT a | tees ) 
 PROPGSE . 


allie | Bra 





DOAAAAAAA AHH! 
IT @bESS WE )~ | 


AM TALE iT 
COVER Le 








TT WOULD THEE A COUPLE OF 

YEARS, AND IT WOULDNT BE 

CIOSMETICALLY PERFECT, BUT 
IT WooVULD Be vVEFY CLOSE. 





WHAT bo You THINK ~ 
AROOT THAT 2 


86 


| i+ made sence To watt until lOwter Break Jo poll oot my 
| Teeth.then at least, F wouldnt miss any school 


s 
SOMEONE IS NOT. | 
PAYING... ATTENTION. 


vf 










Still, tact meant Thad weeks — , 
and weeks To worry aboovt Tr. 





loHAT THE 
HECK WILL 
“EATING SE 
| { LIKE APTER 
Ji THEY TARE. 
<g, MY TEETH 





TL even wotried uring art class, which| [ HEY, MY DAD TOOK Me Te 
Se “THE LITTLE MEEF-| 
MAID" LAST MAGHT. IT) 
OAS REALLY GoeD. 


| Was usvally my escape from reality. 


“EAH. Yeo SHOULD ae 
| —=_ Go SEE IT- ! 


I'M TAKISG YouR SISTER 
ASD HER FRIEND T@ SEE eer: 

. 
"THE LITTLE MERMAID Te- ) ‘CASE Emicy 
MoPRovw,FAIMA... WOAST l Te. D ME IT 
Te COME. WiTH 057 nee Se oni. 





WHATEVER.I'M Too||I'M TCTALLY Gemsa | itm TOTALLY GONNA... 
OLO Fee THIi> HATE THIS Movie. I pe | 
DISNEY STUFF. my IT, 





ay 


! 


° 
C 
S 
FZ, 
at 
Z 


T WANT 


VOUT 
Rov ye) | 


T FINAWY KNOW 
Vo GE WHER & 


as BA MERMAID | 
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| [yeu GoYS TALKIN? | 
ABouT “THE LITTLE 
| MERMAID"? | 

—_= 


» AND THE PART WHERE THE SEA 
WITCH TVRMS IST THAT GieL, in 
DISGUISE 7! OH MY GosH! 7 —_A4 


_KNow! So GOOD I! 


—s Wr 





mS 
“oP. IT WAS FEAL Goov. | | 


WHY, HAVE 
You SEEN 1T¢ 








[Betore my two front teeth covld 
be taken ovl, my braces had 
+o be taken OFF. 





lie FEELS SO 


SMoeTH | 





WHEN MoST GET THEIR | 
BRACES OFF, IT'S BECAUSE | 
& THEIR TEETH ARE FINALLY 


PERFECT | 





WEIRD AND) 7 


The last day ao Schoo | ( : e Start of Witte! Break | 
CAME and went. [1S one the Wost excitin 
et the year. 





LOOK, GEANDMA 
GAGmrom GENT US 
A PACKAGE! 








PeaNut |) 
BRITTLE || 








Finally, crait \peFore Cwrishnias, TS GOIsGe To 
BE FINE. fj 


we, dreaded da arrived. 


OKAY, RAINE. 
| JUST TRY AND 
RELAX . 


IT'LL BE OVER BEFOFE | 
You KPsovo \T. pe 


OST TRY To 
PELAX... 





sretiaeertiaeri 
Br a cE NS SSE ON US 





x 
& 


imneaae ba: 
LALA! 









AO A et 7 


Bovurce 
m HOUSE 


oor Ere 


ss 


AMY Toot! \T CAME ovr! 
Ait py? You see iT?! De You 


SVEREOOY Stary & 


oh 


LOCKING FOR A ; 
+H iH 





yOHOI 
oever FINDS 
FIVE MIP S ve 
a ie EXTRA 
Gov NCE ee } 
USE| | 


oN 


ts ae GONN Nn 
ME MONEY 
| NEY 





/ TM S0@e The TooTH FAIRY | [She's MAGIC, So SHE 

L Whe STILL WiSiT ses | Kxyovwos ‘TOU Lost 
} x 2 || YooR Tooth AT THE _ 
iesaaties s 


LosT oe TooTH ADAe 
WELL, WHY Dost WE 
MAKE You A CTAMD-IN < 


Youg. NBME on IT, sila ees 
FAIRY KNOCOS ise vy \ Ge ii! | 











Wl lfroe 2ains, FROM | 
\ | THE TOOTH FAIRY". , 


MOM' SHE CAME! THE) AC 
TooTH FAIRY CAME. J \\” 





HOW ComE HER HANDWRITING 
LookS QUST LIKE DAD'S? 





\YOU'ZE ALL DONE, RANA. 
HOW po Yeo Fee. 









——— — et 


TLL SEE You IN 
WEEK FOR THE 


OUST MAKE SURE SHE KEEPS THE 
GAUZE IN TONIGHT, OKAY 2 ONLY 


[KNOL THE DEILL. | , = 












THANKS , DR. Yap 
SoLDEN. 






/ HWE A MERRY | 
_ CKRISTMAS If | 


Ice 


YOO WNT To Go 
| SET IN BED, Honer?| 











ALLL WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS IS MY 
TWo FRONT TEETH! 


oo fF be 
if = . 


rs 








ICS 





ICS 





||MYou HAVE To Keer IT CLEAN, | 
| So foo SHOULD ScAK IT VERY 
eRT WITH DENTURE _/A 
: CLEANEE 







| SHE LOOKS PRETTY : 
Goov, ‘i H< 





ONCE YouR MoUTH GETS || THIS PETAINEe MAKES ME 
OSED Te IT, WE'LL | 
APPLY THE SEW — OEE = NORMAL, MOM !! i 





LETS SEE Yoor 
iNew TEETH! £ 


sAAAAA 





BOT 2 DesT WANT ANY 
ost ELSE To see ME 
LIKE THAT! IT's Too FREAKY: 


So You CAN JUST... PULL oT 
YooR Two FRONT TEETH <! 


| FoR mow, YEAH. 








| OH“, OM ITS JUST 
FECDOLAP PINK 








So WAT DOES THE ACTUAL 
PETAINER LOOK UKE? MINE 
\S5 SPARELY AND BLUE. . 


* Fao HER EIS on) TH ee 


loo 





CHAPTER FIVE 
| Hi, Zaina! Wow, 


Hume 
4 P\ Your TEETH Look 
, eY pice! | 
a — a 





HAPPY NEW YEAR. CLASS! 
WELCOME BaACk. ,-—_ 


= a 
a i rT 
| = as | 
i J - | 
. | Wim, 
J 7 t ] 
| | : 
7 o = sear al AN ey Ce ee 
f rf = - = 
Ws F | a 
: ? 5 : 2 
‘ “ 
= 
a 
co 
al Ys 
i | Z 


a ' 
a Co iF 
) F , 





| 
ra 
# 
aid . L$ 
Ls a a 
4 | 
oe | 


— MMe 


EVERYONE! 


1 = 
| fe! " a 
= | . 2 | 7 i 
\. a 2 | : 
I , 1 >/_ = ait 
1 | oy oat ts le , 
r head cerned ray Oi al 
| by ST T- | ee 
F 7 ra 
" TE cea 
i 
2 F) 
i 





1 I 
ej 
el a ee ae a er tome A - —$—$ ih ee eS 
. F ——— + —| ——— ‘ah | i f a. Les pm Pe ee 
E 5 q no | | pee 1 14 | hm 1 | oe y 
Pero | lider Lady a A] | PV oe te ee Ge 4d 
A} ran 4 ut ane ite PR TTD | pee ey Lui] | 
af r : | | q | | ! eve Ps . i ] 
| Wl 3 aid ; | i | | 7 cr i (Ere toed ty | | . J se Be | | ham | ' 
a = eS Fa rs 7 | | ‘ ee hs Faas A qT k on / I 
B — = i | =i 7 — = a Ly — = = rJ aT 1 = = 
‘se a. trae =f 


\ THeyYy SmMice 2 








“\WNEIED... SOMETHIN & 
HAPPENS WHEN Yoo 


SMILE AT PEOPLE. ¥ 


ill 


HIS NAMES SEAN. Te ) He's oS THE JONIOE 
TEANSFEBERED HEFEE A EASKET BALL TEAM, At 


. COUPLE oF MoNTHS AGO. HES REALLY Goop AT .~ | 
Blan ' | af | DRALOIINGE., | se 





EM PRETTY SURE HE DOESNT] EE out 
Have A GIPLFERIEND.. TLL | 
sii To Finb ur eee 





Se 


TOEETLR WAS EMBACEASSING-| 
NY FACE TURNED ToTAUuy RED. | _HE 





How's IT SEE Yeu In 
pel pag BAND LATEE, 
, \ o : oO 7 | 
MatH CLASS? | > weil 








a How's Your TINT- 
ROME, Tot cox Graver 


BOYFRIEND 4 







T pDONND, TT... a = 3 =| 
THINK = MIGHT } THE ete 
ILIKE SemMe one yoo] OOM THE 
\, BALL TEAMC 


He's NeT MY BeyY- 
FEIEND, MELISSA. J 


WHOA, VOHAT 
HAPPENED? | 





| yALENTINES DAY Is > | “iE are 
ComING ve! You —— "A oe 2 ere: 


I'D WANT 
HIM TO 





[Ft 








Atoll week later... 
SO-O0-0-0-0-0-0!.. 
Age YoU GUYS Goln’ Te 
THE VALENTINE'S DANCE ? 

T = 


[ SAY"YES® SAY “YESS 
SAY “YES " SAY "YES". 


; J. BDONNC. J 


pe. 








Keo 
Be 






[ea a5 
ltee - 
ROL 





HEY, 2AINA! ARE YOU GOING 
To THE VALENTINES DANCE 





lid 


FooD STUCK. UNDER MY 


PETAINER... NNANNGH... IT 
FEELS Soe WEIFD, eH ! 









So JUST TAKE \ + can'y! AY EM NOT GS GOING To TAKE 
OUT YooR MY TEETH OOT IN ERONT 
RETAINER. OF Eyery ONE , 





6 





iT FOUND oUT Feam BUT You SHOLLDP STILL Geo! 
STEVE: SEAN'S DEFINITELY || (‘LL @E FUN. ME AND KELL! 
3 AND KARIN AND EMILY AND 
| NICOLE WILL ALL BE THERE... 
| KRAYLAH AND J 





| GO0OD— T HAVE. SOME- 
THING To GIVE Yo -— 


™ | si 

‘ I 
Bi j non 
Wh 





A! rf - "| ' 
fey ; F H 
of | = 
Tl ‘ \ oy ¢ 
i hee = 
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lis 


WHY bo TL FEEL Like 
IT WANT To BARF< , 


- i) a 
F ae ae 
D0, ; 


7 


i: 
os 


ie 


i 
, 


Pt 
Tha 


re 
‘1 





ig 





20 


YEAH. I WASNT r Bag. WELL, 
FEELING Goer, | SiT CON 
Se TL DIDNT Oc 

Jo THE Dance. // 


} gor spobeNLy,T FEEL 
: : pam BT oer ER. | 





lzl 


SO THE DANCE WAS 


BEEN THEFE. 


HES PECBABLY 
Supce MAD AT 


SOT MAD. 








| yYoo@ LITTLE BOYFRIEND WAS 
PRETTY Fun! YoU SHOOLDVE |] |STANDING ARooND BY HIM- 


, 
E4HHH..- 
ITS OKAY. J 


SELF THE WHeLE TIME THOUGH. 


AAAAA] ARE YOu 
SEBIovSs 7! T TelpP 
HIM 2 WAS GONNA 
SE THERE. 


ME... HoPE HES == 





l22 


WELL, ANYWAY | 
HERE. THIS |S 











WELL... @DESS 
> TLL SEE WHATS 
IN THE BAG... 






To. Raina 
From: Sammy 
Happy Valentines 

Dau! 








25 


Sammy never spoke to 
me, oe otter NOEs 


: ra aa 
L deserve 


FE wad other things ey 
think ApeulT. | 
HIT TTT mrs 


ob Jebel | | u Wig | 1) 


EVERYTHINGS | 
Locke ING GEEAT. 

WE @ANM Go ANEAD * 
AND PUT Nove BRACES 
ON AGAIN pee 





26 


A BRACE -FACE ! I'M GONNA WHICH MEANS I'M GoINne Te 
IBE A BRACE-FACE AGAIN IN PF Go lhag Te eee LIKE 
A COOPLE OF WEEKS, ___-4fE TI 


aS So DUNFAIE. © EINALLY GET THIS RETANER, Vue 


T FINALLY GET To Look sai 


ANTS Now 1 HAVE ACTUALLY You've 
| to START BACK |} ALWAYS LockKeED ; \st ISNT THE 
AT SRYARE ONE. Uke A NERD, WORD Te DE- | 





[You GwS ARE COLD. How | [YoORE THE ONE WHO CALLED) 
COME. YouRE ALWAYS SAYING] | YooRSELF A NEFD, NOT ME. | 
ITHINGS LIKE THAT? TERY aos A , 


f oH, So You'RE A / WHAT ELSE 
/ ge, |2 NEW?! 


OH, SHES JOST 
BEING A BABY. 4 





ea - —ins . | 4 
p— a c= iy J \ F 4 
4 at 


HUETS Vo 
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HI, RAINA... WHAT 
AFE ‘Yoo DcCIN aC 


MASHING MY FACE INTo i's THE ONLY THING THAT 
THe COUCH CUSHIomsG. MAKES MY TEETH FEEL A 
| : —* RBETTEF.- a 





ALL OF THAT WAS 

NOTHING COMPARED 
Jo THE PAIN LT AM 

FEELING FIGHT New. 


BUT WoO KNOCKED THEN 
CLEAN COT ANEAF AGC... 
Ars HAD THEM FEeEMovED 
Koa AT CHRISTMAS. How 
CovlD BRACES BE 
So MUCH WoRSE? 







[SQ 


| ow... L NEED Te 
Ger MY MIND OFF 
MY StoriD TEETH! | 





et 


NM PORCLES 
BLAH 


ERICA 


GC 
iL! 
Le 
o 
= 
¢ 
of 
Qo 
a 
ou 
<= 
i. 





F 
iW 
CL. 
Z 
3 
; 
ww 

= 


To TEY AND... 
BLAH BLAH 


; AM 
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Braces PO StOP horting | Yoo'VE GOT AN 
diter seyera| days. ~ | — APFOIS MENT WITH 
— : | Pre. DeAGeM or 
TL CAM SOFT || F Zz : , ETE —- 
cop cHEW «|| Ee YP THORS DAM AFTE 
EPEAY f | | 


every couple & weeks, you a0 
and get them tightened. 


F 7 
A ee 
= 4 Li 


—— 


—'M STARTING To * 
REALLY HATE THID 
KOEEWN EXIT: 


\ oer. 


ui 
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The. orthodontist takes the 
Cercent wires eff oF Your 
| brackets... f 





and ports vew wires 





stl 


[re clipped off... || in two WEEKS | yp —F 


Tne ends of the wines | [-.- AND WE'LL SEE You occ 4 
: 
yo 





OKAY. YouARE | I KMOw. | 
THIFTEEN JITS CRAZY 
YEARS oLD. TN a ; 


Before T. Knew tty wl bicth- 
day rolled around again. 








Pe ee eI 
COME oN FAINA EVERYONE 
KNOWS ‘YoU HVE THE HOTS | 
FoR SEAN... /— | 










TS TIME You KISSED ‘Your 
FI2ZST BOY, IT'D SAY. , 


Ww iy 


ITS TIME Te MAKE A 
MoVeE.IT S TIME Te 
MAKE AN IMPRESSION. | | 


- 


irs TIME Fok A MAKENER /! 










| AAACK! HANG ons) Warr ! 
mc ean a 





pO YoU KNOW HOw To 
SHAVE YouR LEGS? 


RAD You She Got to START|[ SEAN'S ONLY GONNA Go 
USING SoME HAIR SPRAY ON|] ECR. You IF You GLAM 
THESE BANGS" oF YOURS -_ IT UP AGIT. +5 ) 


NICOLE, WOH AT Is THE 
\ POINT OF “ALL THis 


“How THE HECK Do 
\. You KNovo THAT?! 





YOU TALKED To _ 
HIM ABouT ME. “Z! 


SEAM TOLD You? DOES THAT 
NIEAN YoU TALKED To HIM ABoUT 
WHAT HE LIKES INA GIRL? 
DOES THAT MEAN... 


oS 
a3 


ie 
+ 
i 
— 
: 


m4 


os 
| \ 
i, 


—— eee! 





SAID THAT'S WHAT HE LIKES... 








HE ALSO SAID HE =\/ AND BANGLE BRACELETS. } 
LIKES TOBE Tops. / 4 LOTS oF ‘EN. —_———— 


4 “| HEELED 
ND FISHNET | } | HE 
STOCKINGS. i BpcTS! | 


f THege! 
SEAN'S 


(sOING 
Toe Love 


Tl 





Ss 


SEAN NEVER ACTUALLY 
jTOLD ‘Yov ANY oF THAT 
|SrurF, DID HE. 


We WEEE JST MESSING 


/ YOO HAVE To ADMIT, 
. IT WAS KINDA FUNNY. 


T Hs 
wi) 
| 


WITH YOU, 








Bur WHAT Ie LD BELIEVED You GOYS2? WHAT IF I'D 
= REALLY GONE To SCHooL ALL MADE VP <’ : 


THAT WOULDNT HAVE 
BEEN VERT FUNNY. 


You TAKE EVERYTHING i YOoNE GOT To LOOSEN UP 
_ Too SERIODSLY, iiinidsin LA LITTLE! ret Te Boom 





WHAT IF IT WAS TRUE? WHAT IF | [WOULD = BE wilUNG To 
ISERN ZEALLY WeoLD NOTICE Just FoR HIM’? 
Me IF 2 DZESSED DIFFERENTLY? | P=\_~_4 | i 


1 ] 
ia fy | Al 
i a J | 
k : = —— 1 
~~ 7 = = = z | 
LI So ee TL a f 
f ee —— at ) 77 Se 
- “we = - 
fe i ta = | 
= 
# 
' = 


“teal 
i 


SO FAF, BEING A 
TEENAGER |S 
No FUN AT ALL. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
2 Sommer between Seventh The Wweamer was ‘cold 7 Chike 
and eighth grade was always), So L stayed inside a lot..| 
mostly vneventtul. | —ELobNDER, DON'T 
r BE Suc A GUPPY | 











fe es 






mooned over a certain 
someone's picture... 
WHELLo? “ES, THIS IS ~ 
|ZAINA..SEANTZIY J 












HONEY, IT FEALLY 
IS TIME ‘You STARTED | 
WEARING SomMeE 
SCET of BEA... 


and avoided tne obviovs . 





oe a 


Th, 


is 


“AS my teeth moved| || The Sake teeth in the 
Closet tog ether... empty space were Shaved 
cae a down lite boy litre. 










[ teeth Kad ent replaced bby one” fake tooth. 


x ; A) - am . 
oa —_ " ; " a ery 
ad se Pp . —_ —— — — - 





sd ola qe: GIEL, You NEED Te STAET Se 


USING A BETTEE. HAIR £2% 
CONDITICNHER - / 


MY BRcTHER HAS 
ge \ KIND OF A Boy's 
a ee SHIT: 


Eignth grade was weird. We were all going | 
throogh poecty, and at different rates.— 
| Taner, nips Wider Chest got 





= —— | oe it. = =i as [2 a) 






Eyer one was Very preoccupied j 


WHATEVER 
HAPPENED 
Te TALELNG 





i rea a eae 


| But, the. lous Seem 


The only bey Who didvt Seem || SEAN'S NEVER CoING To 
+o notice what was going PAY ATTENTION To You. 
on, Was... Well... GUESS. ~— HES Too MUCH oF A | 
} = = BASKETBALL-BRAIN. | 


Hts : 





\F IT DOESNT HAVE To be WITH 

THREE- POINTERS of MICHAEL 

JORDAN, NE ISNT INTERESTED. 
Th Abi 


=, 


fe a 


te 
. ii 
; | | 
‘ 
Li 
& | 


ie ir ve AS 
Basketball | 


Team 
TRY ooTs 
TODAY 


—<=—== 





YOU WANT To TRY OOT 

FoR THE TEAM? SURE. 

DRoP AND GIVE ME |} 
25 PUSH-UPS af | 










L THINSC I'M DCING... } 
> GASP, PANT... < 
PRETTY Goop /, 





la 


LOOwW, THAT WAS 
REALLY HARD. 1 
TM BEAT. | 





Ta 


Girls Basketball Team 
190-199) 
1, Charoenien Loops 
4 Baka Greer 
m hana hare 
. Rlivvabeth Wocg 
Rita Beeenia 
. bether Mancosze 
Cherise Carapbell 
Taoik Beng-Ortiz 
Shania Weare Fevers 
LO, Yasmin Gabhrerres. 
11. Silvia Armandn 
12. Leuiy Peng 


r 
4. 
fi 
i 
a 
Fi 


= 
— 


Albeynates: Sharia cehnsan, Clie Gerace, 


Laisa Lee. Ag Susuki. Candace O' Bern 


ee 


= 
ee cae aia i is tc 
wo 
1 


ee | } ti 
ne re 





TWAS OKAY... TRIED : 
For. THE BASKETBALL. TEAM, 
BUT... DIDNT MAKE. IT. : 


= 
“ 
2 ay 


| f So How was, | 
A SCHOOL, RAINAS | 













/ BASKETBALL! LOHY, THAT'S..SINCE WHEN HAVE 
| You BEEN INTERESTED IN SPorTS@ IT MIGHT 
BE aA Good THING YoU DIDNT MAKE THE TEAM. 








ISO 





you SHaoltD PFPA HIM A 
PicTuRE’ You'Re Koo) AT ALT. 


=, 





wnat? No Way! nat woold 
T drawo?. What would he 
do yorth 12. Wat if UL... 


TE TAKE. 
THAT. 
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WE FISCHETTI, T'S NOT 
WHAT IT LooKkS Uke ! 


PLEASE, DowT-- 


BLAH BLAH BLAH, 
BASKET GALL... 
BLAH BLAH BLAH, 
PEAWIN 6... LAH 


\ LAY BLAH, SEAMS... 


’ | om a 
oy , Se 
a : | c 
ee a. fate 3 ‘iis 
“A. oS be * i = 
: a a 7y 4 To - 
4 a hii ee, ~~ : 
le ar I Boe a5 z q 
; —— = 
_| 


ff ee 


me” wcit.You 
WANTED To GET, 
NOTICED, RIGHT 





T CANT BELIEVE THAT JUST 
EMBARRASSED # 7 


je 


f HEY... AT LEAST SEAN 
ISNT ID MR. FS 
\ CLASS WITH US. 4 


i THE FUTDRE, MISS 
TELGEMEIER, PLEASE DONT 
PASS NOTES DORING MY CLASS | 
THAT GOES FoR You ,TCo, 











UHHH... WOHAT TF 


BUT NOW EVERYONE KNOWS 
NOBODY CARES 7 | 


LIKE HIM! WHAT IF THEYRE ALL] 
TELLING HIM IR cd 
RIGHT Now 


) . (es) Pe ee 
. q its. # 
_ ata 7% 5 
rea wart , 
ail Ny 3 
5 : 
| a 










WELL THAT WovoLD 
 { REALLY Sock. 


ri i. 
: — a fe i 
as oa cae reCtre ye at apenas :; ; Pe 4 = : oe |S 
pigeon | ae 
A 7 *, : mg t ees Beata, 
i F J v F: shen ee ed ee 
oa oo were r notcett at iP 
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Mu crush on Sean was old | BP However, Somernin: 
news to eryone else, oT | interesting was = 
it still Consumed wy | He Starting to happen. 
is dl ne lor a the time. y ——— 


oie of my, ws ee 
had indian sorta — 
wiaybe boytritnds. 
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[Boys who Wodid hang around ||... and Who would invite Their 
with vs during lunchtime... artes triends a-tong. 


Nota of them were Cute, and not 
| alt a them were very w 


WATT WHATS THIS? | 
| NEXT TO RAY PEANUT 
BUTTER. SANDWICH Z 


SoeR [ed aaa? 
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Mau, be T Vked a tew & them, and 
may be arew o them liked 
me... if wasnt that impoctant. 
PSST...WHAT'S THE ANSWER J. 
ea Toto! Jee | * 


_ | tM NOT 
i TtLLIn- ; 








Boys didut sive me any 
Flack Aboot my appearance. 


WOH (TENING, RAINA?— A 


But, bous were good 
Tor video game “ips. 









And they were willing totaik | 
aboot important iSSvés- | 
| So... ARE ‘Yoo GuTS an 
. FEADY FoR HIGH School”. , 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I HOPE 


MUIGH SCHeOL! MAN, IT's , 
ee ee ¢ You'le ALL JolN ME AT MY HOUSE 


©) GHTH KOE IN ONE END-oF -SCHOOL FAFTY Te END 
goes aie ONE 4 | ALL PARTIES. aS 
| 3 : 4_{ THANKS, 


oo! A — ‘ogi : JUAN | 


WHO WANTS TO 


PLAY SPIN 





Ips 


| OHMYEo 
6 SH 
cSHoHMOOSH 


aoe GRoSS! 


1a be . 


Hf 


eu EWV 





bss You HWE To 7" ANDREW! 


CMON 5 RAINA, 
IT’S YooR 
Tuen! SPiN | 
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I DoT GET IT... HOW Come| | You SAW HOW Everyone 

YOU WOOLOWT SPIN THE J] WAS ACTING. ANYBODY LoHO 
BotTlLe GARLIERS J HAD To KISS SCREAMED 
3 aT j|“Ew" anp “GRoss” AFTER. J 


[I DOST NEED Some BOY Te YELL 
ABOUT HOW DISGUSTED HE WAS 
To HWE To KISS ME. $7 


WHY WOULD I WANT MY FIeST KISS 
[| BE wiTH ANY CF THESE GUYS 7! 
* THEY'RE ALL So GROSS! 





ISI 


THE PERFECT Guy, THE PERFECT 
SETTING, THE PERFECT SONG PLAYING... 


THE TEOUTH 1S...c WANT | 










WL jp _ 
BOT WHEN I IMAGING ALL OF THOSE THINGS, 
IMAGINE MYSELF AS BEING PERFECT, Too. 











AND DONT THIN} 
THAT & GOYG To 
HAPPEN ANTTIME 
| Soo) 4 : 


l62 








SOON, we'll SE ABLE To REMOVE] | You Do HAVE A LOT 
THIS UTTLE FAKE TOOTH IN THE OF GUM DAMAGE 
CENTER, AND WELL PUT BenDINGS] |] THOUGH... 
WEE YouR New “FRosT” TEETH || 
So THEY Look NORMAL. 














T DIDMT EVEN KNOL 
| THERE WEEE THIS 

MANY KINDS OF jy 
| "‘DONTISTS “.-.. 


LET'S MAKE You AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH THE PEEIODONT!IST --HE 
MIGHT BE ABLE To HELP wiTH THAT. 


Te "Tae, 


At the periodontist's,| | [THE FIRST THING Yoo NEED 
obs eet AEE IS A SCALING! __ 
YEP, love GoOMS | = 
| APE DAMAGED, | 
A ALL RicuT! 


One Shot of Novecaine. and 
a couple or wminvres jater... | Hoa! BLooDY 


THERE! GAUZE, 

PLEASE! DoNT 

FIDGET; YouRE | 
MAKING IT | 


.L Was in Some of The Worst 
mouth pam of my life. | 


‘OH, COULD WE 
SET HEF A 
TYLENOL OR. 
SOMETHING? 
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/ ea ae 
HAPPENED, 
\ DecTOR? 4 


WELL aie 
We DID Py GuIeK 


= GUESS WE DIDNT WRIT LONG ener t FoR ae 
NOVOC AINE Te steered WE. ccd HAVE GIVEN HER 


‘pu t DIDNT THINK 3 TO ASK ME. 
IF ALL THAT WAS OKAY FIRST 2/? 





a oe K TL Dost care! MY 

WILL HEAR... /4 DAUGHTER OusT FAINTED, 

~ ee THANKS TO YOUF. _, 
NEGLIGENCE ” 


.. THAT WAS PRETTY 2 
\ AWESOME, NOM. : 








Thee. 12, 
fiddle > 


= 
= 





CHAPTER SEVEN 


AND SO, AS Nou WALK ouT oF APTOS MIDDLE 
ScHool S pooksS For THE FINAL TIME, 
REMEMGEF THE THINGS You'VE LEARNED, 

THE PEOPLE Yov'veE BECOME, AND THE 
FRIENDS YOU'VE MADE ALom6G THE WAY... 





HEY... foo GOIN? To MATT P’S — f MATT F'S 
PARTY TOMORROW? 4 HAVING A 
2 | PARTY @ 





SM} a EV ERYON c\ Meee a*|| WHAT ABOUT Some 
SNY 'CHEeese”! eh rk S29] | PICTORES boIrTH SOME 
a — ey oF Your. FRIENDS, HONEY? 





valiirec. 
Cae 


KRY, DAD. sae nl a me VEY SENTIMENTAL Bunce. | 


visi 


: 


, 1 
hen a { 
|S ot ee 
t 


( ; 
i yom | a a ' 
1 P id bd te il 4 t q 
ee ee | 
a ' i 7 fF 
: mn = * | ; 
eh! a t | ho 
¥ ( u Ts 
| i ‘=r 
7 ay M 4 | 
E 


3 hashed lls Wate Nee, 
URWisaiib, iWe: 
» | ay Sy aa} \ Ss in 
Tf Di * 1F 4 f 

Af 


ean 
- oh fu ak. te 
. rr. % = i. a a 
" =F A =, Shr, Ary cd 
; I a fh 
re Ae a A 
is rh F : ity i a, 
# $ | gi 


That summer, L was a Girl Scevt camp 
Srsleaual For the last time. 
“The CoTes+ bo fj) y f 
> AE a eee 
/B eae eee 
Ak \ ee a 










L also sect aac my Siblings in the 
Car on a Couple of long - distance. road trips: 








And, 1. watched wy “new” 
two front appear! — 















| IT REMNVED - 
| THE LITTLE PLASTIC 
TOOTH FROM (c> 
THE CENTER OF Gane | 
| You MoUTH-. FaSsy4 














io BEC AUS 
THE Fes! oF 
Youe TEETH 
ARE So CLOSE 
TOGETHEEL 
NOW) ! 
















WELL Bond THE Two 
(CRONT “ONES se THEY 
LOCFE NWoPMAL-SIZE, 
AND SHAPE THE eMES 
NEXT To THEM A BIT. 


"AND THAT'S GoINnG 
To HVET, RIGHT? 


WACTUALLY, ITS Not! THE DENTIST] |":- APPLIES THE BoNDING , 
MATCHES THE CoLoR oF AS A LIGUID Te Your TEETH...| 
YouR TEETH TO THE BoNDINe | | 
MINTE-RIAL..-* 


"THEN, HE USES A LITTLE Bozzine Too. F 
TO SHAPE SOM Te Bonvine 
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{ WHAT Do You THINK? © 
\ NoT BAD, HUH 7 , 










ae za, = 


THEY ACTVALLY Look... a GLAD You 
K Z fap (LATHINK so 


f 
} 


| mJ 


- " hy i, = 
— Tt ~— — : 


nee 


BOS 
i | Zi = 
: =, " = 
aa ere — _ roy “i he ; cae am 
. 7 1 Sioa < scr = P a fa | = - J ai a 
: De ee Me a - 1 rhe bi 
eS A — — 


BUT REMEMBER, JUsT'CAUSE THEY Look NORMAL, 
tT DOESNT MEAN You'eE ALLOWED To START p< 
| EATING EAKERS YET. j= 
ff - i. wy T KNOW, 

F 4 a fi V A 





SocKs +hat 
moti | 
Turtleneck! ~ 


Cool black 
Shoes wrth 


fat-laces /4 


Scrvncnie.! = 


Awesome. , . 
EOALTiNAS 


Giavr 
pack pack | 





= 
S&S 
f 
3 
7 
fro 
Oo 
obs 


GoopBYE, toner ! oH, 
BELI\E 


a CANT 


ve | 


You'RE So GROWN 


VE IT... 





fF 


OH! HI, MELISSA, ) [== [IT'S Too BAD WE'RE NoT GOING | 


To THE SAME HIGH SCHooL. 





So, URE NOT NERVOUS? } OAT THIS 1S MY STOR) 
NoT EVEN A LITTLEZ ||| SEE YA LATER (og 











4 


VOUS, NEKVOUG 


NERNYOV 
NEENOY 





NERVOUS ae 


NERVOUS, 


a 
= 
2 I 
ql 
cb 


Z | 
aa, { 





NERVovS, NERVOUS: 


i 
- 
" 


Ae 





a = 


fo 


K WHOLE New SCHOOL, | 
WITH NEW TEACHERS, NE 
FRIEN 


woo See Ow 


ee 
fil 


is gs 


Le 


ee : 


t 


Ay ees ee 


os wa ae | 

————— aS (eS (Saw e 

Pe | ee | 
: 


Less 





sO 


Hi, EMILY. HI, JENNY, ANDRE, || HOW WAS Your SOWUMMERZ #0 
KARIN, JUAN, MAYLAH, EDWARD) [77 __ | : 
NICOLE. AND PERSON - -I- ~1 

KNow. 


Wak E\ 


MINE WAS A aa = AND ANDEEV AND t WENT ALL 
[NER THE City TOGETHER. IT WAS So EONS)! =e 
~\{ YEAH, 2EMeEMBeER _ Y EEE! DoNT TALK 
\FISHERMAN'S WHARF A _ABovT THAT! 


OH; AND THE TIME 
| You GUYS ALL CAME 
OVER AND WE 
WATCHED “NIGHT— 
MARE on ELM STREET? 


—~{ £AINA! Holo WAS THE 
—. \_ FIRST DAY AT ‘foor 
LTT. NEW SCHOOL?) 





ied Bin FRAV) ICH HE! Joe |)2'D LIKE EACH oF You 
CHAN. wie Low eg || (TO WRITE A TEN-PAGCE , 

) p—\ “RAINA. DOVBLE -SPACED 

HEIDT DUY f= || | DISSERTATION OF “GREAT 
RAINA? 4a hs P| || (eExPectat loNS* BY sisi : 
oA : pu weit { : | 


ON is 
FOS 


y DAYS 
AWAY! | 


-AND HEE eS ANOTHER TEXT ae 
You Te READ, WHICH EXPLAINS | 
DEPTH THE SoclAL CONTEXT i 
THE CoLOMBIAN CoFFEE TRADE 
IN THe NINET| eet FORTIES ~. 





|F THIS KEEPS bP <™M 
CONG TO MEED A 
BRACE FoR MY BACK Ir 

















To Fix this, little hooks 
are attached +o specific 
brackets on the ToP and 
The bottom teeth... 


The next Stage of my 
octhedontic. TeatTment was a 
fairly entertaining. one, 

designed to correct my 


a 















| CThat's when 
| bottom Jaws 


a 


iS stretched between them. 





f I caw open mA) 
\ Moor ALL TH” WEY I 


YOULL Ger \ 
, USED To iT! | 


aera 
Smt 


So, tiny robber bands 
joined “the Contents 
of my back paci<. 


ee — 


a 9 wrth T+AVel toothbrush and paste, 
|derntal wax, less, -Hloss—threaders , a 
Witte box of toothpicks, and a Tin Y 
|botte of mouthwash. — | 


a 
f HAHA! Looks | 
LIKE SOMEONE S 
TRYING To COVER 

A uP THEIZ DOG 
BREATH!! 





eA 


Come oN, KARIN, AND I. DONT SUPPOSE. 

THIS IS ALL STUFF / - ) an ae OF Yoo AFE 
FoR MY BRACES-~ : ' ol STICK UP FOF , 
—_ : ME, EITHER. 


EXQtUSE ME IM GOING 
Te Go GET A SNACK.) 


—_—_—[— 


a | 


hS 


FF, 
a 


— 


HEY... HAVE A 
_ FONNY IDEA! 


oe i 
|| 
= 


e 
lt eT | 


a ec 


P: 


iy 


= 
ie Fara 


of Ts 
a 
: 
A 





#5 
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ls? 


COME oN, WE AW... fou KNow 
KNOW ‘You RE } NICOLE AND KARIN 
7 \ wee JOST PLAYING 
| \ AROOND, RIGHT 2 


T DonT “CAPE WHAT THEY wEFE DOING:- 
THEY POLLED OFF MY SKIRT IN FEONT. OF 
JHE WTO Sa ae 


"AT LEAST You HAD 
LEGGINGS om 
ONDERNEAT H. 





THAT'S NOT THE PoINr. 


AS KIN 


——— 








FORGET IT. NONE OF You 
GUYS FESPECTS ME. I'vE | 
HAD ENovp---3o ff : 


LT CANT BELIEVE ‘You GUYS. 
You EXPECT ME To LAUGH 
OFF GETTING PANTSED 

IN THE CovRTYARDZ@ _“ 

















| 3 ae \ = - ) \ Mh, / 
)) vs. % j\ ae NAVE 


DONT START CRYING- 


— 


| 
| 


| 
r 


NIG i 
8 ARE THEY STILL WAITING 
~\ FOR ME To START CRYING! | 


i 
7 









“4 
it. 





YOU GuYS WANT A REACTION || KAQIN, I A | | 
FROM ME? FINE gi RA NE) A Docs 


AND I AM NCT GoiNG 7 
OH, TMON, = HAVENT W || LET THE REST oF You 
EALGED Yoo THAT SINCE-- | DISRESPECT ME ANYMORE. 





Isl 


P| [NicoLE AND KARIN HNETERSED | 
ME FoR NEARS..AND I ALWAYS LET 
aE Ger oo wiTH de 











I GvESS DUMPING o§ ME MADE THEM PEEL 
BETTER ABooT THEMSELVES, IN SoME TWISTED vwNY.. 








) | .\v's rKE ae 
rey | A WORY THEIE Pow man ig 





ge 


+er that, I essential It waS an amicable selit— _ 
pier 0" jan an old We Srll Said hello the 

grove of friends. iu oe 
THEY. DID You HEAR THAT our 
OLD ART TEACHE FE DIED? 


MS. SHERFZ 
Avo, THAT'S 


\ 
i 
My 

1 


f aL 


ae Dy pias) ate 


AND LL THOUGHT L 
\ WAS GGASP PANT DTHE 
f onty SLow BONNER 
“iN ovum CLASS! p— 





ISS 


7 i YoURE THE oNE WHe 
nay f MADE THE FLYER FOR 
— /\ THE FRESHMAN MEET 
-N- GREET, RIGHT IT 
WAS SO WELL DEAWN || 


| k S 1( SO WHAT MIDDLE SCHOOL == 
pow: THANKS! A DID Yo Go To@ ; ~< APTOS. J = i 


: 3 OH, THERE'S A oT MY BIO CLASS 
Bea! ES WHO WENT THERE, MAYBE You | 
i ae aS ele HIMe HIS stick SEAN. 


Pr Benz HA Hal 
OH YEAH. 1c 
DEFINITELY 
KNOW SEAN... 


' HEY, WHERE Do YoU NoeEMALLY 
al LONCH 6: eae SIT WITH 40 











CHAPTER EIGHT 


Hi i School WAS & lot more 
i artec “L made. new ew Friends. 


Ty 


| 


ig wpanese 


ik 


\ Meets fodg 


jE actually eet About m +eeth for awhile | 


WELL, PAINA, TL AM PLEASED To 
REPOET THAT WE CAN FINALLY 
REMOVE Nook BZACES eifiei- 

IN A FEW WEEKS! 6 









[IT'S HARD To BELIEVE Youve 
‘| Hao THEM oN Fo@ THIS Lone! 


ee 
‘, at 
nS om 
“my 
a 






IGETTING MY BRACES OFF! 
IYESSS I CANT WAIT! / 







; cara 












oT po MY TEETH REALLY LOOK FIXED? THEY 
STILL SEEM a LITTLE FUNKY-LooKING To ME._ 












Tim SDRE oNCE THE 


BRACES ARE ACTUALLY | 
OFF THEYLL Lack GREAT. | 





I'M Sure Yo'eeE Just 
ISAYING THAT ‘CAUSE 
You'RE MY MoTHEE.:-_ 






IS 


The big day Sinally arrived, a Few] | FIRST, WELL REMOVE. 










WEEKS iio my Sophomore. year. LAL Yove WIRES.-.- 


GETTIN MY SPACES OFF | {rit never Ge ly 
3 FOKED AGAIN | : 


FINALLY, A QviCck 
|FOLISHING oF ‘Your TEETH. 


THEN WE POLL of F ALL 
YooR BEACKETS ! 





READY To SEE = Your 
BEAND-NEW SMILE 2. 







YES, SIR, FOUR AND A HALE | [MOST oF WHICH WE PRETTY 
YEARS o& TREATMENT... MUCH MACE UP AS WE 
| | - —o”_—O[L WENT ALONG 


HEALTHY- LOOKING MOovTH _ 
OF TEETH | pss 





rea 


THEN DONT Look THAT || BOT THEY Look GREENISH ! } 
BAD! YoURE..JVST nor] | AND THEYRE MISSHAPEN! )--“ 
USED To THEM YET. 2—/ THAT STUPID 
anne - f RETAINER WITH 
THE PLASTIC. 
\ TEETH oN IT WAS 
= BETTER 


THAN 
THis! 






ANYWAY, I HAVE 
SOMETHING THAT 
WILL CHEER YoU VP. | 





COULD... CONSIDERING WE 
BASICALLY FPEARFANGED. wf 
YoUR WHOLE. MouTH... Y 








T WHY THE LONG FACE, KIDDO 7 


CAN RE-BOND ‘YOUR TEETH 
INA FEW MONTHS. gai 


my =i, f Laem 
hs a 
his ba 
: i. ; 
' 
we | 
5 wf 





RAINA | You JUST GoT YouR k= 
BRACES OFF EIGHT? 





ad 


DID You STUDY FeRk OLE \ | [So Yoo GbYS Don'T NOTICE 
Bio TEST Z I WAS vP_L—-Y [ANYTHING WEIRD? NOTHING 
; } y ||ABouT MY TEETH SEEMS A 

>| |BIZAREE To You Z 


IMMM...No PE. 


IS THIS SOME ScRT oF \/ YeaH,c’mMon! WES AND BUET 
Landon ~_ LOOK COTE | t Age WAITING FOR US AT 

= eae EF RONT GATE. WE'RE 

: 5 ALL GoING Te THE 

MALL FoR LUNCH! 









WHAT. ARE WE 
WAITING FoR? 
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My life didn’t magically turn |X didnt “get the gpy ," as 
Frer that. they Say. But Sean was 
always Friendly to me. 


_[ Tey HARDER 
NexT TIME! 


Tastéad, L threw my paSSion ito +Hi 
rather than ‘eeling Sorry for myself . 


TI real 
The. way looked on the ovtside 
affect how I felt on the imside. 





UES 





| Bur the more focused on Me inte rests, +he wore 
iF orovant out things T liked About myself. 













Ana chat affected ‘the 
sat other pearls caw me! | 





Dr. Golden reapplied the — 
bondings to my teeth 
one tinal time. 


br+er Thal Teer have to | Dr Golden aa worked on 
Stact Seeing M4 parents? =| |Kids’ teeth, and he had 


dentist, Dr. Miller. }iKept me on KG a patient 
: much lonaer than nor mal. 


ene le 


) A Peize FoR 
y 





OH, BAINA... IT'S 
THE EMD oF 


INoTIME FoR SENTIMENT, 

Mom! DONT WANT To HOME. HAVE FUN, 

| BE LATE FOF THE Tittle. §: 
SCHooL DANCE: |! _/| i 


“T\ (io 
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le 
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\he Ena | 


Thanks to... 





lve been telling people about what happened to my teeth ever 
since | knocked them out in sixth grade. The atory had plenty 
of strange twists and turns, and | found mysell saying, “Wait, it 
gets worse!” a lot. Eventually. | realized | really needed to get it 


all clown on paper. 


| had been writing short-story comics for several years, 
and my tooth tale seemed like a good candidate for a longer 


narrative comic. 


In 2004 | was invited to contribute to a comics-based Web 
site, Ginamatic.com. and decided to run Smile as a weekly 
Weboomc This was at the same time | bagan working on The 
Baby-sittars Club graphic novela for Scholastic. so the two 
projects grew and evolved in tandem By the time | completed 
the fourth BSC graphic novel, | had drawn, eerialized, and 
posted over 120 pages of Smile on the Web! 


As | wrote and draw tha story. | was able to look back and 
actually laugh at some of my more pelnful experiences. Whak | 
went through with my teeth wasnt fun, but | lived to tall the tale 
and came out of it e stronger person. Jind once Smile started 
to receive reader feedback, | was amazed by how many people 
had dental stories similar to my own! The process of creating 
Smile has been therapeutic for me, and has ahac put me in touch 
with hundreds of kindred spirita. For this | am very grateful. 


Even though my amile looka normal now, Iba very posable I'll face 
more dental drama In the future. Amazingly, Im not afraid of 
dentiata, or cental work. | have a lot of faith and truat In 
dentistry, and how It can Improve peoples Ives. And on the 
bright side of things. beyond the work I've had done on my 
front teeth, | haven't had a cavity since | was six! 


Thanks so much For: resacdireg, 


al 


; Na 
to) 
ee 

aa 


TP: 
eee 
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Is the #1 New York Times 
bestselling, mulliple Eisner Award-winning creator of Srnile 
and Sisters, which ara both graphic memoirs based on har 
childhood. She is also the creator of Drama, which was 
named a Stonewall Honor Book and was selected for YALSAs 
Top Ten Great Grephic Novels for Teens. Raina lives in the 
San Franciaco Gay Area. To learn more, visit her online 
at www.goRaina.com. 


Thé® crmpenion- bathe fila Yo Tiree Pee fe ovis 
Raina lelgemeier = — 





Raina can't wait to be a big sister. 
Amara is cute, but she's also cranky 


and mostly prefers to play by herself’, 


Their relationship doesnt improve much 





over the years. but they must Figure. 


out how to get along. They are sisters, 
after alll 





Callie is the set designer for her 
middle school’s spring musical, and 
is determined to create a set worthy 
of Broadway, But between the onstage 
AND offstage drama that occurs once 
the actors are chosen, it’s going to 
be a long way until opening night! 


